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ABSTRACT 


_ The name Polypodium poppigianum Mett. is considered applicable to a small gram- 
mitid fern from Victoria Peak, Cape Province, Grammitis poeppigana (Mett.) Schelpe 
comb. nov. is proposed. In the absence of the type, Esterhuysen 29290 is proposed as a 
neotype. 


UITTREKSEL 
DIE IDENTITEIT VAN POLYPODIUM POPPIGIANUM METT. (FILICES) 

Die naam Polypodium péppigianum Mett. word as toepaslik vir `n klein grammitiede 
varing vanat Victoriapiek, Kaapprovinsie beskou. Grammitis poeppigana (Mett.) Schelpe 
comb. nov. word voorgestel. Omdat ‘n tipe ontbreek word Esterhuysen 29290 as neotipe 
voorgestel. 


In 1875, Mettenius, in his treatment of the genus Polypodium, as then 
construed, described a Polypodium péppigianum as follows: 

‘Rhizoma adscendens, caespitosum, paleis lanceolatis, acuminatis onustum; 
folia 1-1%2'' ‘longa, 24%''” lata coriacea, glabra, spathulato-lanceolata, obtusa; 
nervi immersi, sori ad basin rami antici, breviter oblongi, costae subparalleli, 
denique costam ipsam tegentes. 

Prom.b.spei (in fissuris rupium in fauce umbrosa montium Hott. holland.) 
Poppig.”’ 

In 1943, Prof. C. L. Wicht of Stellenbosch discovered a small grammitid fern 
on Victoria Peak and this was referred by Alston & Schelpe (1952) to Polypodium 
magellanicum (Desv.) Copel. It was only realised later that this could represent the 
“‘lost’’ P. pdéppigianum Mett., but Poppig was not known to have collected in 
South Africa. However, the clue was provided in a letter from Poppig in the 
Hooker correspondence at Kew, that Péppig maintained a collector at the Cape. 
This collector has now been identified as Wilhelm Gueinzius who collected at the 
Cape between 1839 and 1841. Furthermore, he collected in the Hottentots Holland 
Mountains, where he discovered Leucospermum gueinzii Meisn. and could have 
ascended Victoria Peak, the highest peak in the vicinity. 

Miss E. Esterhuysen, who has re-collected this fern on Victoria Peak, records 
that it only grows in horizontal crevices on the walls of a south aspect gully in 
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cliffs at altitudes between 1 450 and 1 500 m. This agrees remarkably well with 
the habitat description given by Mettenius. 

No other grammitid fern has been found in South Africa and little doubt 
remains that the name P. poppigianum refers to the plant found on Victoria Peak. 
Unfortunately the holotype is not in Vienna with Poppig’s herbarium, and has not 
been traced in any other European herbaria. It is presumed lost, or destroyed 
during World War II. 

This south-western Cape fern bears the earliest specific epithet applicable to a 
widespread Southern Hemisphere fern (Parris, 1975) with an intricate synonomy. 
Consequently a new combination, Grammitis poeppigana (Mett.) Schelpe is 
proposed (basionym-Polypodium poppigianum Mett., Farngatt., Polypol.: 37, No. 
17 (1875)). In the absence of a holotype, Esterhuysen 29290 (BOL) from Victoria 
Peak is proposed as a neotype. Isoneotypes have been or will be placed in Kew, 
Edinburgh and St. Louis. 
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